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Marigold by Eugenia Collier
Theme A: Poverty
The story is set up in Maryland which is a rural place and the setting is during the great depression. Lizabeth`s father complains to her mother that he feels inadequate because he cannot adequately provide for his family. Lizabeths parents are always never at home since they have to keep working constantly o support them. The girl is filled with anger and fury due to her parents absence and the conversation he over hears between his parents really affects her. Lizabeth goes ahead to destroy Ms Lottiemarigold out of wrath and disappointment.  In the story, Maryland is described as “barren as the dusty yards of our own town” (collier, 5). All this incidents clearly depict a poverty stricken society of Maryland.
Theme B: Innocence
 Lizabeth tells us “I just stood there peering through the bushes, torn between wanting to join the fun and the feeling that it was all a bit silly” (collier, 3). After Lizabeth destroys MsLotties marigold stand to reflect, she has a bad feeling as Ms Lotties watches her. This makes her realize she is no longer a child but an adult.  The destruction of Ms Lottie marigolds represents the loss of innocence. After this incident she realizes that she is an adult and she cannot keep acting like a child.

The absolutely true dairy of a part time Indian by Sherman Alexie
Theme A: Identity
Junior is struggling to find his true identity that is lost he starts attending Reardan: a school in which he is the only Native American learner. This is evident in his attempt to learn new social codes before later realizing that he will never really be accepted in a white community. In the reservation junior feels white but at school he feels Native American this statement shows us how he is not certain about his true identity. Junior later realizes his true identity as an American native.
Theme B: Friendship
Junior decides to transfer to a white school this makes him lose his best friend Rowdy who accuses him of abandoning the reservation and abandoning. Juniors’ Indian friend hate him after he starts to attend Reardan. This is because there is racial tensions and tension feelings of betrayal by junior and this brings a conflict. Friendship is lost due to racial conflicts and lack of understanding in what junior is experiencing in life and school.


The jacket by Gary Soto.
Theme A: Poverty
The narrators’ jacket is a symbol of poverty. The narrator says “the jacket was ugly and big I knew I would wear it a long time” (paragraph 3). The narrator describes his mother’s ways as easy and cheap a clear indication that there is shortage of finances to cater for the needs of the narrator’s family. When the jacket is torn he is not in a position to fix, this implies that the narrator is really struggling in life. Thenarrator’s ugly and old jacket attracts a “buzz-buzz of gossip” from his schoolmates. 
Theme B: Family ties
The narrator is often talking about his family. His mother buys her the green ugly jacket that he thinks belongs to his brother. The narrator’s brother calls him “camouflage” because of the state of his jacket. The narrator’s mothers cooks dinner for the family and they all sit in the table say grace and have dinner together (paragraph 7).
Lockdown by Walter Dean.
Theme A: Violence
In his young age Reese experiences a lot of violence. Reese’s environment is filled with a lot of violence; at home, in the streets and in the juvenile prison. The father to Reese is overly violent and Reese has to deal with is and constantly protect himself and his sister from their fathers violence. This community that Reese lives in is filled with a lot of violence that is evident in how people are often and carelessly being short. This violence is also evident in the high numbers of young boys and girls going to juvenile.
Theme B; dreams and aspirations.
When Reese grows up he wants to get a good job in which he will be able to socialize, joke and laugh the other employees. This simple dreams seam almost impossible to come true especially when Reese is in the harsh juvenile. Icy a sister to Reese aspires to become a; lady president when he grows up. Kenneth a friend of Reese wants to go to college when he grows up. All this dreams in this coming to age story seem to gat dimmer and dimmer as time goes by.
Body politic by Theodore Weesner.
Theme A; Identity
 The writer leaves the basketball because he does not feel like he fits in comfortably. The writers state of her uniform and the fact that he plays basketball just for money. The players have also have anxiety that have heightened to the level where winning is a matter of life and death. The characters in this text seems to control the emotions finally and this the kind of realism that the writer has brought out clearly.

Theme B: Poverty and Struggles
The basketball player only has tendency to wear his shoes twice. The description of his home where he lives with his father clearly show poverty. This poverty makes the hope of the young grow dim and they despair since they have nothing to hold on to.
The House on Mango St. By Sandra Cisneros
Theme A: Struggle for self-definition and identity
	Esperanza’s in an attempt to overcome the struggles of self-definition underscores all her encounters and actions as well. She wants to separate herself from her family, have a new name, be “beautiful and cruel” so that she may define herself in her own terms. She also wants to stand principled and firm so that men would not take any advantage over her, since they only hurt. Later, she is assaulted which makes her realize herself. Later on she accepts her place in the community and she defines herself as a writer. This ultimate definition of self gives her the identity she had been looking for. 
Theme B: Gender
	Esperanza says that women and men live in different world. She also believes that women have a greater role in protecting all in the society. Esperanza expects to be defended by the mother of the boy she names as trying to harass her sexually. In Mango streets, women do not take care of others. Esperanza has a feeling that women have a role in protecting lives and making them easier and better than they would appear. This is evident in his statement that boys and girls live in different worlds and this observation proves true of men and women as they develop through life stages. Esperanza takes responsibility for other women as she grows up. She deals with indifferences of other women directly.
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